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SB 793: Ban on Flavored Tobacco Products 

Passed Assembly: August 24, 2020
Includes:
•Flavored e-cigarettes or vapes, e-juice, pods 
and cartridges
•Menthol cigarettes
•Flavored little cigars and cigarillos
•Loose leaf roll-your-own tobacco
•Smokeless tobacco
•Flavored tobacco product enhancer

Excludes:
•Flavored shisha/hookah
•Premium cigars over $12
•Loose leaf pipe tobacco



However…

The Tobacco Industry 
filed a referendum 
which overturned the 
law, forcing the bill to 
be placed on the ballot 
for the next general 
election (11/8/2022) as 
Prop 31.



The results are in!

Voters overwhelmingly voted 
to ban the sale of flavored 
tobacco products in the state 
of California. 

Other states with bans include 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, New 
York, and Rhode Island.



Now what?

• Went into effect December 21, 2022

• No sell-down period for retailers 

• Local jurisdictions are responsible for enforcement 

• Retailers (owners and employees) can be fined $250 per violation. 

• Cities with Tobacco Retail Licenses that are stronger than the state law 
can lead to retailers losing their license. 

• Can add flavored tobacco to compliance checks.

• Typically violation of state law is violation of local law.

• Up to cities how they want to enforce. 



What can you do?

• Contact local law enforcement when witnessing illegal sales

• Contact local City Council 

 Oceanside and Vista both have TRLs. Letting Council know sales 
are continuing may convince Council to add stronger language to 
existing policy.

 Carlsbad does not have a TRL. Community support for a policy 
could convince Council to adopt a policy.

• Contact VCC Tobacco Control Program

• Jennifer Gill, Jennifer.Gill@vcc.org, 760-631-5000 ext. 1001 
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