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Getting It Right from the Start

* If a jurisdiction permits the production, marketing, and/or retail sale of
cannabis, our mission is to help them implement cannabis policies that
protect public health and advance social equity

« California allows local control of cannabis businesses within a jurisdiction

* A few of the things we do are:
« Develop model cannabis policies
» Conduct research and legal analyses
 Provide technical assistance to local, state, and federal agencies

« Work with community members and organizations to advocate for better cannabis
policies
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Advocacy Efforts

* Testifying at federal, state, and local legislative hearings, including:
« California Cannabis Advisory Committee meetings
- State Senate and Assembly hearings
« County and City Council meetings

» Working directly with community members and advocacy organizations

» Circulating model language to help fellow advocates submit written
and/or oral comments



California’s 2021 Legislative

Session




2021 CA Legislative Session:

Assembly Bill 1302

* Proposition 64 states that a licensee shall not “Advertise or market on a billboard or
similar advertising device located on an Interstate Highway or on a State Highway
which crosses the California border.”

« AB 1302 would have amended Business & Professions Code section 26152 to say a
licensee shall not “Advertise or market on a billboard or similar advertising device
located within a 15-mile radius of the California border on an Interstate Highway or
on a State Highway which crosses the California border.”

- Parents in California already sued the former Bureau of Cannabis Control (BCC)
when they included similar language in BCC regulations; they won!

« Farmer v. Bureau of Cannabis Control, San Luis Obispo Superior Court Case No. 19-cv-0597



2021 CA Legislative Session:

Assembly Bill 1034

« AB 1034: Cannabis: retail preparation, sale, or consumption of
noncannabis food and beverage products

* Would allow licensed storefront and/or microbusiness retailers to prepare and sell
conventional foods and beverages for consumption in the same area that
cannabis consumption is allowed

- At least one sector of cannabis retailing would transform from a
specialized business activity into essentially a restaurant business that
also sells cannabis

- AB 1034 was pulled while it was going through the necessary
California Senate subcommittee hearings, but it is not yet clear if the
author intends to keep it moving in 2022



2021 CA Legislative Session:

Assembly Bill 45

* Legalized the production and sale of foods, beverages, dietary
supplements, cosmetics, and pet foods with added hemp derivatives
« Applicable products can be sold to people of all ages from virtually any type of
retail outlet
 The bill was amended at the 11" hour to allow the sale of smokable and
vaporizable hemp and extracts to people over 21, and removed all

research provisions

» The following language was removed ‘It is the intent of the Legislature that
objective scientific research regarding the safety of industrial hemp be conducted.”



1tsp of hemp extract :mmp  approx. 4,550 mg of hemp extract
4,550 mg hemp extract ¥ 0.3% THC = 13.65mg THC in a cookie ' !

13.65mg THC > 10 mg THC

It's all in the math!

1 tbsp of hemp extract mmp approx. 13,650 mg of hemp extract
13,650 mg hemp extract ¥ 0.3% THC = 40.95mgTHC in a can of soda

40.95mg THC > 10 mg THC




Local Cannabis Policy

Scorecards




What are these scorecards?

* Modeled after the American Lung Association State of Tobacco
Control report cards

 Evaluate policies adopted by jurisdictions in California that allow
storefront and/or non-storefront retail sales of cannabis

« Goal is to identify the most impactful provisions that can be adopted at
the local level

« Scores represent how far jurisdictions have gone above and beyond
state law to promote public health and support social equity



Why evaluate local cannabis policy?

- California established a system that gives local government the authority
over cannabis businesses in their jurisdiction and can prohibit them from
operating within their borders

* Municipalities that do allow cannabis businesses to operate can:
+ Use applicable state regulations as a default for their local rules
» Adopt provisions beyond state law to control cannabis business operations

* While California’s cannabis regulations are robust in some areas, they fall
short when it comes to supporting social equity and promoting public health



Why do these scorecards matter?

A tool to help local regulatory agencies:

» Recognize gaps in state cannabis policies

« Measure how effectively their local policies go beyond state law to protect
vulnerable citizens and support people who have been disproportionately
affected by the criminalization of cannabis

» Track changes in their local cannabis policies over time
* |dentify best practices implemented in jurisdictions throughout California

* Aresource for public health advocates and other community partners



How did we determine scores?

* In-depth review of local cannabis ordinances, city council meeting
results, and other documents that identify policies passed by local
governments in 539 cities and counties in California

* Accessed information through platforms like Cannaregs, Municode, city/county
websites, and by directly contacting local regulatory officials

* We determined that local control could most effectively be utilized to
promote public health and support social equity by adopting storefront
and non-storefront retailer regulations beyond state law



st Cannabis Policy
2021 DELIVERY SCORECARD

This scorecard analyzes local cannabis ordinances passed prior to Januarny 1, 2021, in each
California city or county that legalized retail sales onby by delivery. to assess policies in
effect going into 2021 It envaluates to what extent potential best practices wene adopted
to protect youth, reduce problem @annabis use and promote social equity beyond those
already in state law. Soores fall into six public health and eguity fooused categories for a
total maxirmum of 100 points.

Cannabis Policy
2021 SCORECARD
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Dissemination

* |nitially, we send the scorecards directly to jurisdictions, so they
have an opportunity to review them privately

* This has proven to be very useful; some jurisdictions implement measures
that protect public health and/or advance social equity but are not always
apparent when reviewing their local ordinances.

« After incorporating feedback and adjusting scores, we make the
scorecards publicly available and promote them with a press
release



2021 Key Findings

- The number of jurisdictions that allow retail sales of cannabis either
through storefronts or by delivery is increasing
« 263 jurisdictions in 2019
« 276 jurisdictions in 2020
+ 281 jurisdiction in 2021

* Among jurisdictions that regulated storefront retail sales of cannabis, the
highest scorer in California was the City of San Luis Obispo, which
received 51 points.

- Among jurisdictions that allowed retail sales of cannabis only by delivery,
the highest scorer in California was San Benito County, which received 39

points



Thank You!

Email: aurash.soroosh@phi.org

Website: www.gettingitrightfromthestart.org
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